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Air Medals, six Army Commendation Medals,
an Army Achievement Medal, Iragi Campaign
Medal with 3 stars, Master Aviator Badge,
Combat Action Badge, Parachutist Badge, and
2 Valor Devices, Chief Warrant Officer 4 Juan
Alejandro demonstrates an outstanding com-
mitment to excellence and leadership.

Madam Speaker, | rise on behalf of the
People of Guam, his beloved wife Magdeline,
and daughters Miranda, Melody, and Miriah,
offering my greatest appreciation for his dedi-
cation to our island and country. | sincerely
thank CW4 Alejandro for his many years of
service and sacrifice, congratulate him on his
well-earned retirement, and wish him the best
during the next chapter of his life.

HONORING THE PAGE FENCE
GIANTS BASEBALL TEAM

HON. ELISSA SLOTKIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 25, 2022

Ms. SLOTKIN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the Page Fence Giants, an all-
black baseball team that was founded in 1894
in Adrian, Michigan. At a time when Jim Crow
laws swept the nation and racial segregation
largely divided sports, the all-black Page
Fence Giants persevered, ultimately claiming
their place in history in the Michigan Baseball
Hall of Fame.

The team was founded by Bud Fowler and
Grant “Home Run” Johnson, both of whom
went on to play for the Giants. The team was
a knockout, winning over 100 games in each
of their four seasons. And in 1897 they went
on a winning streak, claiming 82 consecutive
victories. The team’s four-year run was an
early success towards integration—but was
phased out of the league decades before
Jackie Robinson’s 1947 debut.

The Page Fence Giants traveled around the
Midwest and Canada on a 60-foot railcar.
While the team was celebrated and welcomed
in some communities, they were discriminated
against and disparaged in others, often barred
from eating at the local restaurants or sleeping
in the hotels. This railcar provided the basic
necessities for the ball players when they
were unwelcome to stay or dine in the whites-
only establishments.

One of the full-time cooks on the train was
William Wendell Gaskin, who is believed to be
Lansing-born. Gaskin traveled with the team,
cooking meals and even joining the team in a
couple of games as the Giants’ pitcher.

Last year, on June 19, our very own Lan-
sing Lugnuts paid tribute to the Page Fence
Giants by wearing historically accurate black
and burgundy Giants jerseys.

While the Giants dissolved after four solid
seasons in 1898, their contributions to sports
and to Michigan’s history will be forever re-
membered.

TRIBUTE IN MEMORY OF ROY
TAYLOR

HON. HAROLD ROGERS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, February 25, 2022

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to pay tribute to the memory of
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Roy Taylor, a long-time friend and business
leader in Somerset, Kentucky.

Roy and | shared a passion for broadcasting
and advancing communications in rural south-
ern Kentucky. He was incredibly talented in
the world of technology and telecommuni-
cations. In fact, during his time with the U.S.
Army, he was part of Special Forces and
worked with the 82nd Airborne Division in Fort
Bragg, North Carolina, where he led highly
classified military operations. Our nation owes
Roy a great debt of gratitude for his brave
service and dedication to our country.

When he returned home, Roy used his mili-
tary training and education to advance tele-
communications in the Lake Cumberland re-
gion. He first worked in sales and transmitter
maintenance with WSSC radio and later in-
vested in WTLO radio in Somerset, Kentucky.
A visionary for telecommunications in our rural
region, Roy was always one step ahead to
connect our communities to the rest of the
world through broadcasting access. He be-
came a forerunner in the cable television in-
dustry through Burnside Comex Cable TV,
writing franchise agreements and expanding
access in our small communities. Thanks to
his foresight and diligence, he literally crossed
bridges for the first time, bringing cable to the
city of Burnside and Burnside Marina. Fol-
lowing his success in the cable industry, Roy
established CNI Wireless to focus on
broadband connectivity in our rural region.

| frequently sought Roy’s advice over the
years and counted him as a trusted confidant
and advisor. We sorted out a number of chal-
lenges and strategies together over lunch or a
round of golf, because he believed in making
the most out of every day; work was the main
topic of conversation for Roy in every situa-
tion. He always stayed busy, focusing his time
and energy on projects that could create more
jobs and develop new opportunities for the
Lake Cumberland region.

We have made great strides to advance
technology across southern and eastern Ken-
tucky over the last 40 years, thanks to leaders
like Roy Taylor, who committed a lifetime of
work and expertise to help make our rural re-
gion a better place to live. My wife Cynthia
and | extend our deepest heartfelt sympathies
to the Taylor family and all those who were
blessed to know our loyal friend.

—

HONORING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF MS. CHANNING HILL

HON. MARC A. VEASEY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 25, 2022

Mr. VEASEY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate the accomplishments of Ms.
Channing Hill of Texas’ 33rd District. Chan-
ning is an aspiring lawyer pursuing a Bachelor
of Arts degree in Strategic, Legal, and Man-
agement Communication at Howard Univer-
sity. She also has used almost all her life ad-
vocating for social justice and equality for all.

At only 20 years old, Channing has orga-
nized and led protests in public schools in her
home state of Texas since her adolescence.
Channing first found her voice in her NAACP
Youth Council in Arlington, Texas. She now
leads as the Howard University NAACP Chap-
ter President and the Region 7 National
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Youth-Works Committee Representative. This
past fall, Channing continued her fight for so-
cial justice when she was one of eight student
leaders to participate in the #Blackburn Take-
over.

Now this month, her work is being honored
at the highest level. On February 26th, she
proudly received the NAACP Award for Youth
Activist of the Year. This award recognizes
NAACP members for their work to improve
their community, educate the masses, identify
the problems, and lead the revolution to fix
them.

We are so proud of Channing for her work
and for this accomplishment. We know her
continued commitment to social justice and
equity will make our community a better place
for all.

———

HONORING BARBARA ROBERTS
MASON

HON. ELISSA SLOTKIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 25, 2022

Ms. SLOTKIN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Barbara Roberts Mason of Lansing
as an internationally recognized voice for edu-
cation, equality, and justice.

This exceptional public servant made Michi-
gan history by becoming the first African
American woman to be elected to statewide
office. Serving 24 years on Michigan’s State
Board of Education, Barbara worked tirelessly
as a child advocate to push for equal edu-
cational opportunities and high academic
standards for all.

In 1986, she founded the Black Child and
Family Institute in Lansing, which she con-
siders one of her proudest accomplishments.
She met with President Jimmy Carter on Stra-
tegic Arms Limitation Talks, and was a trail-
blazer for the Equal Rights Amendment cam-
paign alongside legends like Gloria Steinem,
Dorothy Height, and Mildred Jeffrey.

Barbara’s advocacy and dedication to the
service of others has taken her all over the
globe. She has lectured abroad and led hu-
manitarian, business, and education ex-
changes to Japan, Germany, Korea, Ghana,
Cameroon, and South Africa. During her time
as the President of Lansing’s Regional Sister
City Commission, she established an HIV-
AIDS project in Ghana, as well as the con-
struction and renovation of health clinics,
schools, libraries, and worked towards clean
water, sanitation, and hygiene.

Clearly, Barbara’s humanitarian heart knows
no bounds. For her outstanding merit and life
accomplishments in service of her community,
and the international community, Barbara re-
ceived the honor of being inducted into the
Michigan Women’s Hall of Fame in 2014.
When asked to give remarks, Barbara stated
that she “strongly believes that if everyone
would reach out and give help to someone in
need, we'd all be better off.” | agree, and | am
so thankful for her commendable actions that
made Michigan a better place.

For her tireless service to all those in need,
it is my privilege to add her story so that many
more will answer her call to service.
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